2OO               State of the Argument

one, even the world itself," as St. John speaks, "could
not contain the books that should be written." And
doubtless there are doctrinal reasons also for this cir-
cumstance, if we had means of ascertaining them. But
so it is, that the primd facie appearance of the Gospel
Miracles does not so correspond to that of the Ecclesias-
tical Miracles, as probably it would have corresponded,
had St John, lor instance, given us a description of
the second and third centuries, instead of St. Justin
and Origen, or had Sulpicius described the Miracles
of the Apostles at Jerusalem or Ephesus.

4.

88. And now, if this representation has any truth in
it, if our Lord, in the passage of St. Mark in question,
promised five gifts to His disciples, two of which were
those of exorcism and healing; if these same two, dis-
tinguished in other places of the Gospels above the
rest, are the prominent external signs of power in the
history both of our Lord and of His Apostles ; if these
particular Miracles are the special instruments of the
conversion of whole multitudes ; if on account of the
cures and exorcisms wrought by the twelve Apostles
" believers were the more added to the Lord, multi-
tudes both of men and women;" if on St. Philip's cast-
ing out devils, and curing palsy and lameness, " the
people with one accord gave heed/' and " there was
great joy in that city ;" if when an evil spirit had con-